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Dear Sir. 

The undersigned, being the named inventor of the subject application, declares and 
states the following: 

(1) I conceived of and completed the invention described and claimed in the subject 
application, in Japan, prior to March 12, 2003, the US filing date of the Kobayashi et al. U.S. 
Patent 6,907,596 cited in the Office Action mailed July 17, 2007 in the above matter. 

(2) As proof thereof, I provide the following: 

Exhibit A which is a full and complete copy of the first draft patent application, 
prepared by my Japaneso attorneys on my disclosure and fomarded to njc for review prior to 
March 12, 2003. 
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The application was reviewed by me, finalized by my Japanese attorneys, and filed in 
the Japanese Patent Office as Japanese Patent Application Serial No. 2003-9471 0 filed March 
31, 2003. The claims filed in my Japanese application were identical to the claims contained in 
the first draft 

(3) The foregoing and attachment clearly shows a date of conception and 
completion ,of the invention of this application all prior to the March 12, 2003 US filing date of 
the Kobayashi ct ah patent Moreover, having conceived of the invention prior to March 12, 
2003, 1 proceeded diligently to prepare a complete written disclosure of same and to then 
promptly file a patent application, initially in Japan, and thereafter in the United States, 
covering the invention. At no time between my conception of the invention, and my filing of ! 
the subject U.S. Patent Application, did lever intend to abandon the invention. 

As the named inventor, I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own 
knowledge are true and that all statements made on information and belief are believed to be 
true; and further that these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false 
statements and the like so made arc punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 
1001 of Title 18 of the United States Code and that such willful false statements may j 
jeopardize the validity of the application or any patent issued thereon. 

Keiichiro TOUNAI 
Date 2<n>1> (** ? 
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